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A program designed to assist downtown merchants in the renovation and preservation of the unique historical character 

of Downtown Oxford, North Carolina 
 
Administered by the Downtown Oxford Economic Development Corporation 

 

 

 

 

Oxford Watercolor by Leslie H. Johnson of Oxford, NC. 



 

 

FAÇADE INCENTIVE GRANT PROGRAM 

 

 

PURPOSE 
 

This grant provides an economic incentive to: 
 renovate storefronts in Downtown Oxford; 
 encourage quality design projects for building rehabilitation and for compatible new design; and to 
 preserve the unique historical character of Downtown Oxford. 

 
 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 

(1) Owners or tenants located within the three business districts defined in the 1995 HyettPalma study and indicated on the 
attached map are eligible.  Priority will be given to buildings in District 1 (the Central Business District), buildings 50 years old 
or older, and buildings affording major vehicular and pedestrian exposure. 

 
(2) Owners or tenants may request incentive grants; however, any tenant must have the owner’s written permission attached 

to the application. 
 
(3) The Design Committee of the Downtown Oxford Economic Development Corporation (DOEDC) may judge a property 

eligible for an additional façade incentive grant if: 
 

(a) at least five years have elapsed since the last grant was awarded and the façade is in need of further improvement 
(e.g., repainting, new awnings).  Under extenuating circumstances, an additional façade incentive grant may be 
awarded prior to five years from the last grant if deemed necessary and approved by the Design Committee; 
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(b) the existing business undergoes significant expansion which requires improvement to the façade (e.g., window 
replacement on upper stories); or 

(c) a new business moves in and requires changes in the building’s façade (e.g., new signage, new awnings). 
 

 

GUIDELINES 
 

(1) The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation will be used as guidelines in making improvements to the façade 
of the structure. 
 

(2) Rehabilitation of structures in the Central Business District should be considered a contemporary solution that respects the 
architectural integrity of the entire building front, retaining those elements that enhance the building’s historic character. 
 

(3) All rehabilitation design proposals will meet with the code requirements of the City of Oxford, Granville County, and North 
Carolina 
 

(4) Any exterior renovation proposal from entire façade rehabilitation to the replacement of an inappropriate sign may be 
funded, but top priority will be given to projects that will make a highly visible contribution to the commercial district. 
 

(5) Any improvements to a downtown building’s exterior that have been made through the Façade Incentive Grant Program 
and which become a part of the building’s exterior will be considered part of the building.  Therefore, they may not be 
removed from the building unless they can be used (without significant alterations) on another building within the Central 
Business District (e.g., awnings). 
 

(6) All façade grant projects should be completed by the end of the fiscal year (June 30th); however, the Design Committee can 
approve extensions for projects awarded late in the fiscal year. 

 
 

CRITERIA 
 

Grants are given on a 50/50-matching basis as follows: 
 
(1) a maximum DOEDC participation of $1,000 per façade and/or storefront measuring 50 linear feet or less (façade may 

include front or side and rear portions of the building if they afford major pedestrian and vehicular exposure); 
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(2) any building with a façade and/or storefront exceeding 50 linear feet may request an additional $20 per linear foot.  Any 
building receiving grants for more than one façade and/or storefront exceeding a grant total of $3,000 shall require 
approval of the DOEDC.   

SOURCE OF FUNDS 
 

The Façade Incentive Grant Program is made possible through appropriations by the appropriation of funds held by the 
Downtown Oxford Economic Development Corporation. 
 
 
 

PROCESS FOR RECEIVING A GRANT 
 

(1) Conference with the Director of Economic Development for Downtown Oxford to determine whether the project is within 
program guidelines. 
 

(2) Owner/tenant completed Application, including design plans or sketches and owner’s permission, if necessary, returned to 
the Downtown Development Director for review by the Design Committee.  The cost of an architectural design can be 
included in the Application for matching funds.  Review by the State Historic Preservation Office is available. 
 

(3) A notification letter will be sent to the applicant as to whether the project has been accepted as described in the application, 
accepted with conditions, or rejected. 
 

(4) An Agreement must be signed prior to work commencing between the applicant and the Downtown Development 
Director who is authorized to sign on behalf of the Downtown Oxford Economic Development Corporation. 
 

(5) Upon project completion, copies of paid statements must be sent to the Downtown Development Director. 
 

(6) The Director of Economic Development, members of the Design Committee, and appropriate consultants will inspect work 
completed and request that a check be issued for the grant amount, provided the work is accomplished in accordance with 
the Agreement.  A Certificate of Accomplishment will be issued in recognition of the renovation. 
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DOWNTOWN OXFORD 

Façade Incentive Grant Program  
APPLICATION 

 
PROPERTY ADDRESS   ________________________________________________________________, Oxford, North Carolina 
 

CURRENT USE  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
APPLICANT’S NAME  __________________________________________________________  Check One  [  ] Owner   [  ]  Tenant  
 
ADDRESS and PHONE  ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DESCRIPTION of PROJECT  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TOTAL ESTIMATED COSTS  $________________________    PROJECTED DATE of COMPLETION  _________________________ 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 
 
 

[  ]  I have attached current photo, project plans and specifications, or other appropriate design documentation. 
 

[  ]  I understand that the Incentive Grant must be used for the project described in this Application. 
 

[  ]  Upon project completion, I will submit copies of paid statements to the Director of Economic Development. 
 
 
 

Signature  ____________________________________________________________    Date  _______________________________ 
 
 
 
Owner’s Signature if Applicant is Tenant  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   Approved By  _________________________________________________________    Date  ____________________________ 
 


