
Emergency: 911 
Police Dept: (919) 693-3161 

 

Myths about 
Collecting 

Fingerprints 

Here are a few safety tips you can put in 
place , to give your self peace of mind to 
help prevent you from being a  victim of a 
crime .  

 Make sure all windows and doors are 
secured with dependable locks  

 Install security lights on the outside of 
your home in dark areas  

 Write down the serial numbers , color , 
detailed description, and photograph all 
your valuable items . Keep a copy of this 
list in a safe location . This is a value 
asset for law enforcement to recover 
your property.  

 Install an audible alarm that can be 
monitored.  

 Have family and friends to check on your 
property when you are out of town  

 Do not put where and how long you are 
going out of town on your personal web 
pages   

 Do not put empty boxes at the curb for 
trash pick up ,such as new T.V. or com-
puter boxes.  

 Keep shrubbery trimmed and away from 
windows and doors .  

 When on vacation stop mail and news-
paper service.  

Police and Community Together  Safety Tips  

Oxford Police Department  

It is everyone's responsibility to take an active part 
in the security of their homes and community . If 
you have information concerning a crime in your 
community please contact us . All information is 
held in confidence .  
 
To report any information or seek information about 
police oriented projects in your community please 
contact the police department at : 
 

Oxford Police Department  
204 E. McClanahan St  

P.O. Box 1124  
Oxford, NC 27565  

Criminal Investigations (919) 693-3161 
OR 

Crimestoppers  
911 or 

 (919) 693-3100  
 



There are many reasons 
why a police officer may 
not or be able to take fin-
gerprints from your home 
or vehicle. The “CSI effect “ 
or the exaggerated portray-
al of crime scene investiga-
tion is  viewed by many 

people as how real  law enforcement officers are 
suppose to process a crime scene . A majority of 
the techniques and equipment used on television 
crime shows is just that television and are not 
used by officers in the field.   

In this quick easy to read pamphlet , some situa-
tions, concerns, and myths will be discussed  to 
give you a better understanding of why an officer 
may not be able to collect  finger prints at a crime 
scene . 

 

1) Poor Weather Conditions : 

 Rain , Snow,  

         Sleet , Hail  

 

 

Poor weather may wash away fingerprints left 
behind, causing officers to not be able to collect 
fingerprints from the crime scene.  

REASONS WHY FINGERPRINTS MAY NOT BE COLLECTED   

2) Unclean or Unsanitary Conditions:  

 Surfaces containing excess dust ,dirt, 
grease, and oil make it  unlikely or very diffi-
cult  for officers to retrieve identifiable finger 
prints  

 

3) Crime Scene Contamination by Property 
Owner:  

 Walking around the 
crime scene prior to 
notifying the police 
department may dis-
turb potential evidence  
left by suspect(s)   

 Picking up items that have been disturbed by 
a suspect can destroy fingerprints and other 
evidence.  

 Touching the point of entry ( i.e. front door , 
broken window ) can destroy finger-
prints ,shoe prints, and other evidence left 
behind by suspect(s).  

 Failing to immediately report a crime to po-
lice can result in contamination of the crime 
scene by the destruction of evidence by the 
property owner and potential loss of valuable 
evidence.  

It is important to contact the police as soon as 
possible not only to preserve evidence but for 
your safety . The suspect(s) still may be in the 
area.  

4) Chemical Exposure is Hazardous to the 
Officer and the Victim  

 Some fingerprint chemicals used to de-
velop fingerprints can be harmful to the 
officer and the victim in some environ-
mental situations such as : 

      A) Small particle reagent can be toxic 
and extremely messy  

      B) Ninhydrin processing can also be dan-
gerous if exposed to the users eyes or 
lungs  

Keep in mind that fingerprint  dust and chemi-
cals are very messy and hard to clean up . 
Mild soap and  water  ( with some scrubbing ) 
will usually clean the area that has been fin-
gerprinted . Different types of material  may 
call for different cleaning agents. 

This quick reference guide has given you 
some helpful hints in assisting you  preserving 
the crime scene . With your diligent help and 
cooperation  the Oxford Police Department 
has a greater  opportunity of  solving crimes .  
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