
 

TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2015 – 7:00 P.M. 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE OXFORD BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

OXFORD CITY HALL – COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD ROOM 

 

The Board of Commissioners for the City of Oxford met at the above-mentioned time and place.  

All members of the Board and local news media were notified of the same as well as the 

purpose of the meeting.  

 

Present were Mayor Jacqueline vdH Sergent, Mayor Pro Tem Howard Herring, Sr., 

Commissioners James (Danny) Currin, Robert B. Williford, Sr., Calvin (C.J.) Harris, Jr., Frank 

Strickland, S. Quon Bridges and Patricia Fields.  Present also were City Attorney J. Thomas 

Burnette, City Manager Randy Hemann, and City Clerk Barbara J. Rote   

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Sergent called the meeting to order.  Reverend Lacey Joyner, First Baptist Church, gave 

the prayer; the Pledge to the flag followed led by MPT Herring. 

 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

MPT HERRING MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONS 1) AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

MANAGER TO PURCHASE A GARBAGE TRUCK FOR YARD DEBRIS COLLECTION, AND 2) CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO  G.S. 

143-318.11 (A)(3) TO PRESERVE THE ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE. ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE, THE MOTION 

CARRIED.   

  

MAY YARD OF THE MONTH 

JIMMY AND JULIA COZART 

 

Mayor Sergent presented the May Yard of the Month Certificate along with several other City 

promotional items to Jimmy Cozart, 205 Easy Street.  The Cozarts will be eligible for a grand 

prize drawing in October. Mrs. Cozart was unable to attend due to illness. 

 
PROCLAMATION NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

 
Mayor Sergent presented Police Chief Al Coley with a proclamation recognizing May 10-16 as 

National Police Week.   

 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK - May 10-16, 2015 

WHEREAS, there are approximately 900,000 law enforcement officers serving in communities 

across the United States, including the dedicated members of the Oxford Police Department; and  

WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens understand the problems, duties and responsibilities 

of their law enforcement offices and agencies; and 

WHEREAS, the members of those agencies recognize their duty to serve the people by 

safeguarding life and property, by protecting them against violence or disorder, and by 

protecting the innocent against deception, and the weak against oppression or intimidation; and  



 

WHEREAS, nearly 60,000 assaults against law enforcement officers are reported each year, 

resulting in approximately 16,000 injuries; and 

WHEREAS, since the first recorded death in 1791, more than 20,000 law enforcement officers in 

the United States have made the ultimate sacrifice and been killed in the line of duty; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Oxford recognize and appreciate the contributions made by law 

enforcement officers at all levels of government; and 

WHEREAS, May 15 is designated as Peace Officers Memorial Day, in honor of all fallen officers 

and their families and U.S. flags should be flown at half-staff. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jacqueline vdH Sergent, Mayor of the City of Oxford, North Carolina, 
along with the Oxford Board of Commissioners, do hereby proclaim the week of May 10 through 
May 16, 2015 as National Police Week and publicly salute the service of law enforcement officers 
in our community and in communities across the nation. 

 

ANNUAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD PRESENTATION 

 

Historic Preservation Commission Secretary, Susan Wicker, presented the annual Historic 

Preservation Stewardship award and medallion to Margaret and David Spitler of 125 Gilliam 

Street.    Mrs. Wicker noted that the award is presented to a home in the Historic District that 

has completed exemplary improvements to their property and to which the improvements best 

demonstrate a commitment to preserving the architectural integrity of the individual property 

as well as to the Historic District.  The Spitlers were not present to receive the award. 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS 

 

Historic Preservation Commission Secretary, Susan Wicker, presented a slide show and 

announced the fourth annual Historic Preservation photo contest winners.  This contest 

coincides with the National Historic Preservation Month.  Four categories were selected 

(Facades on Front Street, Streetscapes, Church Windows, and Entryways in Public Buildings 

or Businesses).  Forty-two entries were received. The winners were as follows:  

 

 

 

 Streetscapes Church Windows Entryways 

Public 

Bldgs./Business 

Facades Front St. 

FIRST 

PLACE 

Linda Harris 

 

Stephen Schandel 

    

Linda Harris 

     

Stephen Schandel 

 

SECOND 

PLACE 

Linda Harris 

 

Linda Harris Stephen Schandel 

 

Christine Usry 

THIRD 

PLACE 

Stephen 

Schandel 

 

 Wanda Jenkins 

 

Linda Harris Stephen Schandel 

 

 

 

 



 

GRANVILLE INTERDENOMINATIONAL MINISTRIES CONFERENCE PRESENTATION 

 

Reverend Willie Darby, representing the Granville Interdenominational Ministries Conference, 
presented an updated list of priorities they would like to see addressed by the City of Oxford.  

He suggested a meeting with the Board to discuss the priorities and inform the Conference 

which ones can be accomplished with the help of the City.  Reverend Darby pointed out the 

following highlights from the list:   

 Public Participation in reviewing police body camera footage 

 Consider a recreation bond referendum  

 Develop a second chance program for convicted felons, specifically helping African 
American males (this was also emphasized by Rev. Joyner),  

 Publish information about the Expungement process with possible creation of an 
Expungement Awareness Program using grant money  

 Continue pursuing CDBG grants for housing  

 Partner with the faith community to provide a cold weather shelter for Oxford and assist 
with feeding the hungry  

 Revisit the naming of Dr. MLK, Jr. Ave to make it more visible & memorable 

 Create equal funding for Cheatham Memorial Cemetery maintenance, similar to 
Elmwood Cemetery 

 

The Board recognized the concerns and priority list from the Ministries Conference and 

suggested a good time to discuss the items is during the annual planning retreat. 

 
 

INTERN PROGRAM FOR PARKS & RECREATION 
 

Parks and Recreation Director, Chris Usry updated the Board on the new intern program and 

how the Department is working with the Masonic Home for Children on accommodations for 

the four interns.  The Interns will work throughout the summer exclusively in Parks and 

Recreation.  The intern criteria must meet the requirements of their universities. A project 
presentation will be given at the end of their internship.  A meet and greet will be held at the 

Cellar on Main, May 31 from 2-3 pm. 

 

  

ZONING PUBLIC HEARING  

AMEND SECTION 503, DOWNTOWN RESIDENTIAL PARKING 
 

A public hearing was held to amend section 503 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow a parking 

exemption for downtown residential dwellings over/or in a commercial building as long as the 

building is not enlarged. 

 
A developer is interested in using the upper floor of a commercial building for loft apartments.  

Currently the zoning ordinance would require two off street parking spaces per unit.  The 

recommendation is similar to what the requirements are for the Town of Hillsborough that 

states, “If an existing building is converted to apartments and no building addition is needed 

for that conversion, the ordinance would not require the creation of parking spaces.” The 

amendment to the zoning ordinance for the parking exemption is supported by the 
comprehensive plan for encouraging downtown residence and recommended by the Planning 

Board. 

 

 

Mayor Sergent opened the Public Hearing. 

 



 

Larry Thomas – 207 E. Front Street - Supported the amendment and suggested looking at 

additional all day parking in the downtown for the apartments once more are rented.  He noted 

renters might need all day spaces Monday through Friday. 
 

No one else from the public wished to speak. 

 

Mayor Sergent closed the Public Hearing. 

 
 

SECTION 503, DOWNTOWN RESIDENTIAL PARKING AMENDED 
 

 

MPT HERRING MADE A MOTION TO AMEND THE OXFORD ZONING ORDINANCE, SECTION 503, TO CREATE A PARKING 

EXEMPTION FOR DOWNTOWN RESIDENCE OVER/OR IN A COMMERCIAL BUILDING AS LONG AS THE BUILDING IS NOT 

ENLARGED.  ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 
SECTION 503, DOWNTOWN RESIDENTIAL PARKING  

CONSISTENCY STATEMENT APPROVED 

 
COMMISSIONER BRIDGES MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT CONSISTENCY STATEMENT THAT STATES THE AMENDMENT TO 

SECTION 503 OF THE OXFORD ZONING ORDINANCE IS CONSISTENT WITH APPLICABLE PLANS BECAUSE IT IS IN LINE WITH THE 

GOALS OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR THE CITY OF OXFORD.  THE AMENDMENT IS ALSO REASONABLE AND IN THE 

PUBLIC INTEREST BECAUSE IT SUPPORTS THE GOAL OF PROVIDING A WIDE VARIETY OF QUALITY HOUSING OPTIONS FOR ALL 

RESIDENTS AND AGE GROUPS CHARACTERIZED BY WALKABILITY AND GOOD DESIGN AS FOUND ON PAGE 16 OF THE 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN.  ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING - VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION 9.0 ACRES EAST INDUSTRY DRIVE 

JAKE’S RIDGE – BRUCE WHITTEN 

 
A public hearing was held for the voluntary annexation of 9.0 acres of land on East Industry 

Drive owned by Jake’s Ridge, LLC.  Jake’s Ridge submitted a petition for voluntary annexation 

on February 20, 2015 in order to receive City utility services for a new 56-unit Unified Housing 

Development.  The property meets all requirements for contiguous annexation and all required 

procedures for voluntary annexation will be complete following the public hearing, and 
annexation can be approved. 

 

Mayor Sergent opened the public hearing 

 

No one from the public wished to speak. 

 
Mayor Sergent closed the public hearing. 

 

 
ADOPTED - VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION ORDINANCE 9.0 ACRES EAST INDUSTRY DRIVE 

JAKE’S RIDGE – BRUCE WHITTEN 

 
COMMISSIONER WILLIFORD MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT A VOLUNTARY ANNEXATION ORDINANCE FOR 9.0 ACRES OF 

LAND LOCATED ON EAST INDUSTRY DRIVE, OWNED BY JAKE’S RIDGE, LLC.  ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THE 

MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ORDINANCE 05-12-01 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF OXFORD, 
NORTH CAROLINA 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has been petitioned under G.S. 160A- 
31 to annex the area described below; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has by resolution directed the City Clerk 
to investigate the sufficiency of the petition; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Clerk has certified the sufficiency of the petition and a public 

hearing on the question of this annexation was held in the Commissioners’ Board Room, third 
floor, City Hall, 300 Williamsboro Street, Oxford, NC  at 7:00 p.m. on May 12, 2015 after due 
notice by publication in the Oxford Public Ledger on April 30, 2015 and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners finds that the area described therein meets 
the standards of G.S. 160A-31; 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners further finds that the petition is otherwise 
valid, and that the public health, safety and welfare of the City of Oxford and of the area 
proposed for annexation will be best served by annexing the area described; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the City 

of Oxford, North Carolina that: 
 
Section 1.  By virtue of the authority granted by G.S. 160A-31, the following 

described contiguous territory is hereby annexed and made part of the City of Oxford  as 
of May 12, 2015*. 

 

9.0 +/- Acres 

East Industry Drive, Oxford, North Carolina, 27565 

(Jake’s Ridge LLC) 

BEGINNING at an iron pin in the northern margin of Industry Drive, which said iron pin is the southeastern corner 

of the property herein described and the southwestern corner of the property of Oxford Housing Authority as recorded in 

Deed Book 233, page 313, Granville County Registry; going thence along the eastern margin of Industry Drive S. 81° 12' 

38" W 482.99 feet to an iron pin, which is the southwestern corner of the property herein described and the southeastern 

corner of the other property of Watkins, Edmundson & Allen; going thence in a new line along the property of Watkins, 

Edmundson & Allen N. 08° 47' 22" W. 845.66 feet to an iron pin, which is located in the northwestern corner of the 

property herein described and being in the southern margin of the property located at 301 Lewis Street as recorded in 

Deed Book 824, page 302, Granville County Registry; going thence N. 89° 11' 24" E. 487.23 feet to an iron pin in the 

northwestern corner of the property of Oxford Housing Authority; thence along the line of Oxford Housing Authority S. 

08° 49' 27" E. 778.03 feet to an iron pin in the northern margin of Industry Drive, which said iron pin is the point and 

place of beginning, containing 9 acres, and being Tract 2 of that certain survey entitled, "Recombination of Allen, 

Edmundson & Watkins property", prepared by Bobby Fuquay and Associates, dated September 18, 2014.  

For further reference see Deed Book 254, page 387, Granville County Registry. 
 

Section 2.  Upon and after May 12, 2015*, the above described territory and its 



 

citizens and property shall be subject to all debts, laws, ordinances and regulations in force 
in the City of Oxford and shall be entitled to the same   privileges    and   benefits    as   
other   parts   of   the City of Oxford.  Said territory shall be subject to municipal taxes 
according to G.S. 160A-58.10. 
 

Section 3. The Mayor of the City of Oxford shall cause to be recorded in the office of 
the Register of Deeds of Granville County, and in the office of the Secretary of State at 
Raleigh, North Carolina, an accurate map of the annexed territory, described in Section 1 
above, together with a duly certified copy of this ordinance. Such a map shall also be 
delivered to the County Board of  Elections; as required by G.S. 163-288.1. 
 

** Section 4. Notice of adoption of this ordinance shall be published once, 
following the effective date of annexation, in a newspaper having general circulation in 
the City of Oxford. 
 
Adopted this Twelfth day of May, 2015 
 
 

 

GRANVILLE GREENWAYS REAPPOINTMENT – COMMISSIONER FIELDS 

 
A recommendation to reappoint Patricia Fields to the Granville Greenways Advisory Council 

was received from the Granville County Transportation Planner and staff advisor to the 

Greenway Council.  Commissioner Fields is interested in continuing to serve. 

 
COMMISSIONER BRIDGES MADE A MOTION TO REAPPOINT COMMISSIONER PATRICIA FIELDS TO THE GRANVILLE 

GREENWAYS ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR A 3-YEAR TERM EXPIRING MAY 1, 2018.  ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THE 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 
$3,000 APPROVED FOR STABILIZATION OF 217 COLLEGE ST. (WATKINS) 

 
Mayor Sergent presented for consideration approving the use of $3,000 from the Planning 

Dept. Budget for Preservation NC to stabilize 217 College St. 

 

In working with Cathleen Turner, Regional Director for Preservation NC, she indicated that 

materials are needed to stabilize 217 College Street (owner Watkins).  Once the structure is 

sold, the $3,000 will be refunded.  No budget amendment would be needed for this action.  
Oxford Historic Preservation Commission and Preservation NC indicated that stabilizing the 

property now is very important because potential owners need to enter the house safely. Inside 

the house is stable.   There has been a lot of interest in preserving this property. 

 

Both Planning Director Hart and HPC Secretary Wicker answered Board questions, explaining 
that the money would be used for materials.  Volunteers would perform the work and should 

be insured by Preservation NC. If the property is sold prior to stabilizing the porch, then the 

City will not have to spend the money.  The house would stay on the market for approximately 

1 year from listing date.  It was explained that the $3,000 should be considered a loan and not 

an investment in private property. 

 
Commissioner Currin suggested a written release or insurance policy by Preservation NC for 

the volunteers so that the City would not assume any liability in case of an injury.  He did not 

think $3,000 would stabilize the porch for very long and asked if there was a time limit on how 

long the house would remain on the market. 

 



 

COMMISSIONER WILLIFORD MADE A MOTION TO USE $3,000 FROM THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT BUDGET FOR 

PRESERVATION NC TO STABILIZE 217 COLLEGE STREET.  ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.   THE MOTION CARRIED.   

 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS WAS EXCUSED FROM VOTING DUE TO A CONFLICT OF INTEREST.  HE MADE AN OFFER ON THE 

PROPERTY. 

 
 

TRIP HAZARD REMOVAL CONTRACT AWARDED 

PRECISION SAFE SIDEWALKS 

 
City Manager Hemann presented for consideration awarding the Trip Hazard Removal contract 
to Precision Safe Sidewalks for $21,301, with an additional $2,130 for contingencies ($23,431 

total).  

 

The Engineering Department accepted an Estimate and Proposal from Precision Safe Sidewalks 

for Trip & Fall Hazard Removal.  Their patented saw-cutting technology allows for quick, clean 
and efficient removal of hazards present on existing sidewalks.  The following streets are 

recommended for repair this year:  Hillside Drive/Eastway Drive - $6,304; Main Street – Post 

Office - $3005; Linden Street - $9,234; and College Street - $2,758.  There was $15,000 

specifically budgeted for Sidewalk Repair and Replacement in the Powell Bill to perform this 

work and the Street Resurfacing fund has adequate monies to cover the additional $8,431.  

Precision Safe Sidewalk has been completing this work for the City annually since 2009.   

 
COMMISSIONER CURRIN MADE A MOTION TO AWARD THE TRIP HAZARD REMOVAL CONTRACT TO PRECISION SAFE 

SIDEWALKS FOR $21,301 WITH AN ADDITIONAL $2,130 FOR CONTINGENCIES FOR A TOTAL OF $23,431.  ALL VOTES WERE IN 

THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THE MOTION CARRIED. 

   

HATCHELL LANDSCAPING APPROVED FOR DOWNTOWN MASTER PLAN 

MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO DEVELOP & EXECUTE CONTRACT 

 

 
City Manager Hemann presented for consideration authorizing him to develop and execute a 

contract not to exceed $30,000 with Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture for the creation of 

a Downtown Master Plan.  

 

The City has set aside $15,000 in this year’s budget to work on a Downtown Master Plan. A 

ULRC Grant of $15,000 was also approved for the project. The Downtown Master Plan 
Committee reviewed the qualifications of nine consultants. Three were interviewed on April 22, 

and the consensus for the project was Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC. Susan 

will be teaming up with Rodney Swink former NC Main Street Director and Senior Associate for 

Planning and Development with PlaceEconomics.  City Manager Hemann will work with Susan 

Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC to develop the scope of work and contract for the 
Downtown Master Plan.  

 

COMMISSIONER BRIDGES MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO DEVELOP AND EXECUTE A CONTRACT 

NOT TO EXCEED $30,000 WITH SUSAN HATCHELL LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE FOR THE CREATION OF A DOWNTOWN 

MASTER PLAN.  ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 

FINANCIAL SOFTWARE BUDGET AMENDMENT APPROVED 

 

City Manager Hemann presented for consideration a Budget amendment in the amount of 
$46,328, with $25,944 payable from the General Fund, and $20,384 payable from the Water 

Fund, for Equipment purchases related to the new Financial Software.  

 

In FY 2015, the City entered into contract with Tyler Technologies to purchase software for 

Water & Sewer, Payroll, Accounts Payable, Fixed Assets and General Ledger.  In conjunction 



 

with that software implementation, there is a requirement to upgrade our associated computer 

equipment/hardware. The requested Budget Amendment, in the amount $46,328.00, covers 

the expected cost of the computer equipment/hardware needed to fully implement our new 
software from Tyler Technologies. The cost figures were provided by Patrick Newcomb of 

Newcomb Computers and were allocated based on actual and/or expected percentages of 

departmental use.   

 
COMMISSIONER CURRIN MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $46,328, WITH $25,944 

PAYABLE FROM THE GENERAL FUND AND $20,384 PAYABLE FROM THE WATER FUND, FOR EQUIPMENT PURCHASES RELATED 

TO THE NEW FINANCIAL SOFTWARE.  ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 
 

 

Account 

Number 

Description Increase Decrease 

 

442-543 Fixed Assets – Under $5,000 $5,944.00  

442-550 Fixed Assets – Over $5,000 $20,000.00  

010-29900 Appropr. Gen. Fund Balance  $25,944.00 

    

720-543 Fixed Assets – Under $5,000 $10,384.00  

720-550 Fixed Assets – Over $5,000 $10,000.00  

030-29900 Appropr. Wtr. Fund Balance  $20,384.00 

 

 
TAKE HOME VEHICLE POLICY TABLED UNTIL BUDGET ADOPTED 

REFERRED TO FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

City Manager Hemann presented for consideration adopting a Take Home Car Policy effective 
May 12, 2015. 

 

In December 2014 the Board of Commissioners after hearing a presentation on the various 

policies for take home vehicles and inapplicability of those policies, repealed those policies and 

asked the City Manager to develop a comprehensive policy that was tied to positions rather 

than individuals and addressed the issue in one policy that covered all departments rather 
than the current fragmented approach.  The City Manager reviewed current practices and is 

proposing a new policy, which codifies the existing practice with the exception of adding the 

Parks and Recreation Superintendent to the list of positions eligible for a take home vehicle. 

That position is required to work frequently on weekends and nights, especially during ball 

seasons. The proposed policy also allows departments to implement specific department 
policies as long as those policies add to the regulation and do not lessen or remove 

requirements from the overall proposed policy. The Board discussed the Policy during the May 

4th Agenda Session and voted 4-3 to place it on the May 12th agenda as written. 

 

Commissioners Strickland, Currin & Harris wanted to see the policy further reviewed before 

adopting, and could not support the policy as presented.  Commissioner Strickland was 
concerned about a fragmented policy that only allowed patrol officers to live 10 miles from the 

City limits, when everyone else would be 20 miles.  He was also concerned about the potential 

costs. He would like to see a policy that required City residency to be eligible for a take-home 

car.  Commissioner Currin was concerned because the upcoming budget had not been 

reviewed and was concerned with the 20-mile residency limit and potential costs. He noted that 
the policy only benefited 1/5 of City employees and would like to see something that benefits 

all.  Commissioner Harris noted that his concerns were not with public safety and suggested 



 

the use of personal vehicles with federal mileage reimbursement for those employees who are 

not called back often.  He also suggested that in addition to the car policy, the on-call and call 

back policies should be reviewed.  He introduced a substitute motion to table the item (motion 
follows). 

 

Commissioners Bridges and Herring supported the policy as presented.  Commissioner Bridges 

commented on the contradiction of suggesting a 20-mile living (driving) distance limit for all on 

one hand, yet wanting to see the cars only available to staff living in the City on the other.  He 

supported the City Manager’s and Police Chief’s leadership and recommendations for the 
policy, especially if it was an incentive for hiring quality employees, such as police officers.  

Commissioner Herring was willing to change his motion to cover 20 miles from the City limits 

for all employees to be consistent; however, that gained no support.  

 

Mayor Sergent suggested further review of the policy.  Regarding incentives, consideration 
should be given to various types of incentives and incentives for all.  On-call employees should 

be allocated a vehicle to take home, but if they are not on call, then they should live within the 

City limits to be allowed to take home a vehicle. She was also in favor of mileage 

reimbursement for people called in periodically.  She asked the Board to consider the impact of 

a 20-mile limit on the Take Home Vehicle Policy, and to think of the value in having a policy 

that requires you to live within the City limits to take home a city vehicle.  The Mayor also 
mentioned the liability involved in having an employee drive a city car home.  

 

Following the tabling of the item, City Manager Hemann confirmed with the Board that City 

staff would continue following the current practice of take-home vehicles until a policy is 

established. 
 

INITIAL MOTION - NO VOTE TAKEN 
 

The substitute motion carried; therefore, no vote was taken on the initial motion.  

 
MPT HERRING MADE A MOTION TO ADOPT THE TAKE HOME VEHICLE POLICY AS PRESENTED, EFFECTIVE MAY 12, 2015.   

 

 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION CARRIED – POLICY TABLED 
 

COMMISSIONER HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO TABLE THE TAKE HOME VEHICLE POLICY UNTIL AFTER THE BUDGET IS PASSED 

WHEN ADDITIONAL COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE POLICY CAN BE PROVIDED; AND TO REFER THE POLICY TO THE FINANCE 

COMMITTEE.  COMMISSIONERS CURRIN, HARRIS, STRICKLAND AND FIELDS VOTED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  COMMISSIONERS 

WILLIFORD, HERRING AND BRIDGES AGAINST.  THE MOTION CARRIED 4-3.  

 
 

911 INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH GRANVILLE COUNTY APPROVED 

JOINT AGENCY CREATED FOR EMERGENCY PUBLIC COMMUNICATION 

 

 
City Manager Hemann presented for consideration entering into an Interlocal Agreement for the 

consolidation of 911 service and the creation of a joint agency pursuant to North Carolina 

General Statute 160A-462 to provide emergency public safety communications services within 

Granville County; authorizing the City Manager to work with other parties to the agreement to 

make minor adjustments to the agreement; and authorizing the Mayor to execute the 

Agreement. 
 

During the Board of Commissioners Planning Retreat the Board set a goal of merging the 

function of OPD Communications into the Granville County Sheriff’s Department Emergency 

Communication System.  The Sheriff, County Manager and City Manager completed a draft of 

an Interlocal Agreement, which accomplishes that goal. The Agreement uses a funding formula 



 

based on population that would require Oxford to pay Granville County approximately $81,000 

to participate. The agreement establishes an advisory board that allows participating members 

a venue for addressing operational issues. The agreement is written in a manner that would 
allow other Granville County municipalities to enter into the agreement.  The agreement will 

require approval by the Granville County Board of Commissioners and any other municipalities 

that agree to merge.  The proposed effective date for the agreement is July 1, 2015. Oxford 

Communications Center currently has four (4) full time and one (1) part-time dispatcher that 

handle approximately 13,000 Calls for Service (CFS) per year. OPD current spends around 

$180,000 to staff the Communications Center. One dispatcher recently retired, one recently left 
the employment of the City. One temporary part time employee has been hired to assist and 

remaining two full time dispatchers. Our two remaining full time dispatchers will be 

encouraged to apply for vacant positions at the  Granville County Sheriff’s Department 

Emergency Communication System and if they are hired within six months of the execution of 

this agreement their time with the City/Town will be credited at the County for the 
determination of any retiree health benefits.  Staff recommends adding 20 hours of an existing 

employees time (currently split between Public Works and Planning) effective July 1, 2015 in 

order to assist with administrative duties at OPD. 

 

Staff agrees that the level of service provided to citizens will not be compromised and that the 

City will have a venue to work out operational issues. In order to maintain a “24 hour 
presence” a phone connected to the 911 Center will be placed at the front entry at OPD so 

officers can be immediately dispatched back to the Department if someone seeking assistance 

arrives.  

 
The NC General Assembly is considering a bill that will not allow counties to charge cities for 

providing 911.  City Manager Hemann was not sure how the bill, if passed, would affect this 
interlocal agreement. 

 

Chief Coley is working with the two employees who will loose their jobs to find other 

telecommunication positons. There is no official severance policy.  They will be eligible for 

unemployment.  

 
COMMISSIONER STRICKLAND MADE A MOTION TO  ENTER INTO AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF 

911 SERVICE AND THE CREATION OF A JOINT AGENCY PURSUANT TO NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTE 160A-462 TO 

PROVIDE EMERGENCY PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES WITHIN GRANVILLE COUNTY; AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

MANAGER TO WORK WITH OTHER PARTIES TO THE AGREEMENT TO MAKE MINOR ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGREEMENT; AND 

AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT. COMMISSIONERS WILLIFORD, CURRIN, HERRING, HARRIS, 

STRICKLAND, FIELDS VOTED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. COMMISSIONER BRIDGES VOTED IN THE NEGATIVE.   

THE MOTION CARRIED 6-1. 

  
CITY MANAGER AUTHORIZED TO PURCHASE GARBAGE TRUCK 

FINANCING & BUDGET AMENDMENT FOR JUNE 9 AGENDA 

 

City Manager Hemann presented for Consideration authorizing the City Manager to purchase a 
Pakmor R220C (Kenworth T370) 20-yard garbage truck at a cost of $128,400 plus applicable 

NC taxes from low bidder Tom’s Truck Sales, and authorizing the City Manager to work with 

the Finance Director to seek proposals for financing the truck.  A financing proposal and 

required budget amendment will be presented for consideration at the June Board meeting.     

 
Following the Public Works Committee meeting, PW Director James Proctor was instructed to 

move forward with the purchase of a rear-loading garbage truck to create efficiencies with the 

removal of yard waste. Proctor researched and received informal bids on both new and used 

trucks.  Tom’s Truck Sales from Manassas, VA, was the low bidder at $128,400. The truck will 

be assembled once the order is placed.  Estimated delivery time is 6-8 weeks.  Funds to cover 



 

the purchase are available from the renegotiated Waste Industries contract that eliminated 

yard waste collection by them, with an annual savings of $80,000.   

 
The following bids were received: 

 

IHC 7400 25 yard - used truck with $30,453 miles    $129,900 

Heil PT1000 20 yard - new truck    $145,187 

Pakmor R220C (Kenworth T370) 20 yard - new truck   $128,400 

 
The City Manager recommended accepting the low bid so the manufacturer can be given the go 

ahead to assemble the vehicle. 

 

Commissioner Harris wanted to wait until the budget was passed and noted that two positions 

were eliminated due to the 911 consolidation and now the City is purchasing a garbage truck.  
 
COMMISSIONER WILLIFORD MADE A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO PURCHASE A PAKMOR R220C 

(KENWORTH T370) 20-YARD GARBAGE TRUCK AT A COST OF $128,400 PLUS APPLICABLE NC TAXES FROM LOW BIDDER 

TOM’S TRUCK SALES, AND AUTHORIZE HIM TO WORK WITH THE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO SEEK PROPOSALS FOR FINANCING 

THE TRUCK.  A FINANCING PROPOSAL AND REQUIRED BUDGET AMENDMENT WILL BE PRESENTED FOR CONSIDERATION AT 

THE JUNE BOARD MEETING. COMMISSIONERS WILLIFORD, CURRIN, HERRING, STRICKLAND, BRIDGES AND FIELDS VOTED  IN 

THE AFFIRMATIVE.  COMMISSIONER HARRIS VOTED IN THE NEGATIVE.  THE MOTION CARRIED 6-1. 

 

 

APRIL FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS BY FINANCE DIRECTOR KEHOE 

 

Finance Director Kehoe presented and summarized the April financial report.  He also 

presented an updated report of Capital Outlay estimates from for the 2014-15 budget 

($669,725) and the actual purchases ($619,793). 

 

APRIL  2015 Financial Report 

83.3% of FY Complete 

General Fund 

 

Water Fund Other Funds 

REVENUES 

            YTD 

 

  $  7,568,923 

 

$  4,007,167 

 

$  3,848,137 

YTD Percent of Budget 

(minus loan proceeds and fund 

balance allocation) 

 

92% 

 

86% 

 

74% 

EXPENSES 

     YTD 

     Budget 

 

$    7,134,726 

$    8,472,365 

 

$    3,645,563 

$    4,955,044 

 

$  3,365,303 

$  5,225,264 

YTD Percent of Budget 

(minus loan proceed, and fund 

balance allocation) 

 

84% 

 

74% 

 

64% 

 

DIFFERENCE 

     (Revenues – Expenses) 

2014-15 YTD 

 

 $    434,197 

 

$ 341,604 

 

$   482,834 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

City Manager Hemann presented his monthly report of City Operations with no additional 

questions from the Board. 



 

COMMITTEE REPORTS BY THE BOARD 

 

The City is represented by Commissioners on various committees and boards pertaining to our 

community and local government.  Reports and updates by our representatives on meetings 

that occurred during the month are as follows:  

 

 Downtown Economic Development Commission – Commissioner Currin 

 County Board Meeting Update – Commissioner Williford 

 Granville Greenways Advisory Council – Commissioner Fields 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA APPROVED 

 

MPT HERRING MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA.  ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.   THE MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

 Accepted the April Financial Reports by Finance Director Kehoe. 
 

 Approved the following meeting 2014 minutes:   
            * April 6, Agenda Session  * April 14, Regular Session  

 
BOARD COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Sergent announced that community roundtable meetings would be held every other 

month in various locations throughout the community.  The first meeting is May 28th at the 

Oxford Housing Authority beginning at 5:30 pm. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE LOCATION APPROVED 

 

Commissioner Strickland asked the Board to approve the use of the Veteran’s Memorial 

location in front of City Hall for a Memorial Day Service. 

 

MPT HERRING MADE A MOTION TO  APPROVE THE USE OF THE VETERAN’S MEMORIAL LOCATION IN FRONT OF CITY HALL BY 

AMERICAN LEGION POST 90 FOR A MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE ON MAY 25TH BEGINNING AT 11:00 AM.  ALL VOTES WERE IN 

THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THE MOTION CARRIED.  

 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
AT THE END OF THE REGULAR SESSION AND ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER CURRIN, THE BOARD UNANIMOUSLY VOTED 

TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION ACCORDING TO G.S. 143.318.11(A)(3) TO PRESERVE ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE BETWEEN 

THE ATTORNEY AND THE CITY.  

 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 

ON MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARRIS AT APPROXIMATELY 10:00 PM, THE BOARD VOTED UNANIMOUSLY TO RETURN TO 

OPEN SESSION. 

 

 

 

 



 

ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

WITH THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, AT APPROXIMATELY 10:00 P.M., COMMISSIONER HARRIS MADE A MOTION TO 

ADJOURN.   ALL VOTES WERE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.  THE MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Barbara J. Rote, City Clerk 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________________ 

      Jacqueline vdH Sergent, Mayor 


